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What is Academic Advisement?

Includes degree audit and more
Tracks the requirements that a student 
must satisfy in order to graduate.
Analyzes courses completed to determine 
which requirements are satisfied and 
which are outstanding.
Functions as a tool to help advisors advise 
students
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Benefits of Academic Advisement

Simplify Degree Auditing 

Establish and track degree requirements 
at any point for a student.

Tailor Academic Programs/Plans to 
specific students (Waivers and 
Exceptions)
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Before We Started

Determined how many catalogs to code 
based on conversation’s with UND 
colleges.  We started with the 1997 
catalog.
Asked what are the “hidden requirements”
that are not printed in the catalogs.
Planned the flow of the advisement report.
Develop methodology
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Things That Are Important

Set equivalencies for transferred courses, 
test credits and other
On Student Program page, check the 
career requirement term and if the value is 
0001, then change it to blank 
On Student Program pages, set program 
requirement term, plan requirement term, 
and subplan requirement term based on 
your catalog terms
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Flow of UND Advisement Report

Disclaimer
Legend
E-mail address
University Requirements
General Education Requirements
Plan Requirements
Subplan Requirements
Second Major Requirements
Unused Courses
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Components of Academic Advisement

Course Lists- “Identifies the course”

Requirements- “Finds the Course”

Requirement Groups- “Matches Students 
to Requirements”
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BS in Athletic Training

RG 4749 BS in ATT
R 173 BS in ATT

LN 10 129 credits
• DLST Used by R 151 LN 10

LN 20 Core courses
• CLST 329 ATT core course

LN 30 Professional courses
• CLST 330 ATT professional courses

R 233 Electives
LN 10 Electives

• CLST 680 All ugrd credits earned
• DLST All courses used
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Waivers & Exceptions

There are times when students’ circumstances 
require exceptions to the degree requirements 
for their programs and plans.  For example, a 
student may successfully petition to have a 
normally unarticulated transfer course satisfy a 
course requirement.  At UND we’ve used 
requirement waivers, requirement changes and 
course directives.  Course substitution hasn’t 
been used at UND because once it’s set up the 
original course loses its identity throughout the 
audit. 
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Authorize Student Exceptions

Authorize student exceptions is used for 
Course Directives, Requirement Changes, 
Requirement Waivers, and Requirement 
Overrides.  They be set up for individual 
students, academic programs, primary 
academic plans, and student groups.  So 
far UND has used only student specific.
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Course Directive

Course directives are used to assign courses to 
specific requirements.  Course directives are 
often used in cases where a course may satisfy 
more than one requirement.  
Example- currently “investigate all combinations”
isn’t working in all cases.  So for student Laura 
we’ve directed Soc 110 & Soc 2XX to meet the 
Social Science GERs.
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Course Directive Example
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Requirement Waiver Example
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Keys to a Successful Implementation

There is no “right way” to set up AA but 
different ways to get the same outcome.
Code in production.
Sign up for Listserv.
Document
Get the word out, sell the benefits, rally 
support.
Lots of chocolate
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