
Dynamic Dynamic 

Treating odd dates equitably and Treating odd dates equitably and 
with dignity.with dignity.

DatingDating



What is it?What is it?

A method of calculating and storing for A method of calculating and storing for 
individual class sections certain key individual class sections certain key 
deadlines normally entered into the term deadlines normally entered into the term 
and session tables.  For sections in a and session tables.  For sections in a 
dynamic dated session, the system will dynamic dated session, the system will 
calculate deadlines for each section calculate deadlines for each section 
based on the individual section start and based on the individual section start and 
end dates, and use those instead of the end dates, and use those instead of the 
session dates themselves. session dates themselves. 



Outline of basic stepsOutline of basic steps

Request roles for usersRequest roles for users
Help ticket to enable dynamic dating on the Help ticket to enable dynamic dating on the 
Acad_CareerAcad_Career tabletable
Set up a DYN session in the Session and Calendar Set up a DYN session in the Session and Calendar 
tablestables
Set up a standard rule on the Dynamic Class Dates Set up a standard rule on the Dynamic Class Dates 
Table (the fun part)Table (the fun part)
Assign sections to the DYN session, enter the rule for Assign sections to the DYN session, enter the rule for 
each section, hit the calculate button, override the each section, hit the calculate button, override the 
dates you need to, and save.dates you need to, and save.



Acad_CareerAcad_Career table (Help ticket)table (Help ticket)

Checkbox 
On



Request Roles for usersRequest Roles for users

With 9.0, the access is embedded into regular With 9.0, the access is embedded into regular 
registrarregistrar’’s office roles.s office roles.



Term TableTerm Table
Enable Dynamic Dates for the termEnable Dynamic Dates for the term

Checkbox On



Session TableSession Table
Create DYN session for the termCreate DYN session for the term

Checkbox On

Minimal Dates



Session Time PeriodsSession Time Periods
Must be there for student self serviceMust be there for student self service

Make these dates as 
late as possible



Academic CalendarAcademic Calendar
Session Calendar 1Session Calendar 1

Dates are ignored

Reasons, Grd 
Basis, Grade 
must exist



Session Calendar 2Session Calendar 2

Same considerations 
as for Session 
Calendar 1



Dynamic Class Dates Dynamic Class Dates 
TableTable

NavigationNavigation



HeaderHeader

Basis of 
Calculation

Starting 
with what 
day?



Rules                       &         SchemesRules                       &         Schemes



Dates that are calculatedDates that are calculated

Drop DatesDrop Dates

Academic Calendar



Cancel & Cancel & 
Withdrawal DatesWithdrawal Dates

Academic Calendar



NEW! Last Date to DropNEW! Last Date to Drop



Other datesOther dates

Term/Session Table



Other DatesOther Dates

Academic Calendar Academic Program



Rules, Schemes, & Rules, Schemes, & 
FactorsFactors

O.K., so how do I get O.K., so how do I get goodgood dates?dates?



Which rules to useWhich rules to use
B B –– Point between Class StartPoint between Class Start--EndEnd

This will use percentage factors, and base deadlines This will use percentage factors, and base deadlines 
proportionately on the calendar length of the proportionately on the calendar length of the classclass
from start date to end date, and can be appliefrom start date to end date, and can be applied to anyd to any
class, regardless of its begin and end dateclass, regardless of its begin and end date

This should be used as the rule for most of thThis should be used as the rule for most of the dynamice dynamic
dates.  It is convenient to use this if your adates.  It is convenient to use this if your academiccademic
deadlines (e.g., Drop Retain Record, Withdraw deadlines (e.g., Drop Retain Record, Withdraw withoutwithout
penalty) are in sync with refund deadlines, sipenalty) are in sync with refund deadlines, since refundnce refund
deadlines are also calculated on calendar daysdeadlines are also calculated on calendar days from startfrom start
date to end date.date to end date.



Which rules to use, cont.Which rules to use, cont.
E E –– Days before/after Class EndDays before/after Class End

A few deadlines are really not proportional, but happenA few deadlines are really not proportional, but happen
only in relationship to a class start or end donly in relationship to a class start or end date, e.g.,ate, e.g.,
fully graded date.fully graded date.

Dates that may need to be manualDates that may need to be manual
First date to enrollFirst date to enroll
Last Wait List DateLast Wait List Date

Possibly unPossibly un--needed dates (9999.000)needed dates (9999.000)
Lapse Start DateLapse Start Date
Drop Deadline (Penalty 2)Drop Deadline (Penalty 2)
Withdraw with greater penaltyWithdraw with greater penalty



Which schemes to useWhich schemes to use
Lots of choices, butLots of choices, but……
M M –– basis daybasis day

If using rule B (percentage based on start/end dates), the If using rule B (percentage based on start/end dates), the 
system will start counting from the class begin dsystem will start counting from the class begin date.  If yourate.  If your
deadline for a full semester is the percentage eqdeadline for a full semester is the percentage equivalent ofuivalent of
5 days, then your deadline will fall on day 6 (1 5 days, then your deadline will fall on day 6 (1 day after the day after the 
class begin date is day 2, 5 days is day 6).class begin date is day 2, 5 days is day 6).

PD PD –– Previous dayPrevious day
If you have 5 days for the deadline, the system startsIf you have 5 days for the deadline, the system starts
counting with the day before the class begin datecounting with the day before the class begin date, so your , so your 

deadline will be day 5.deadline will be day 5.

UND Business office uses day 0 (= PD) in its calculationsUND Business office uses day 0 (= PD) in its calculations



Which schemes to use, cont.Which schemes to use, cont.

Observation: the more you get away from percentages Observation: the more you get away from percentages 
based on class start and end dates, the less likely itbased on class start and end dates, the less likely it
is that you will be treating your dates equitably.is that you will be treating your dates equitably.

Observation: Observation: ConnectNDConnectND selfself--service is generally aservice is generally a
24/7 operation, so it does not really matter if your 24/7 operation, so it does not really matter if your 
dynamically calculated dates fall on the weekend.  Ifdynamically calculated dates fall on the weekend.  If
you spend your time trying to make them fall on you spend your time trying to make them fall on 
weekdays, you will again be straying from the weekdays, you will again be straying from the 
principle of equity and proportionality (not to mentionprinciple of equity and proportionality (not to mention
the increase in your workload)the increase in your workload)



FactorsFactors
(Math? I was told there would be no math!)(Math? I was told there would be no math!)

1.1. Count the number of calendar days from the start date of a Count the number of calendar days from the start date of a 
regular fall semester through the end date of a regular fall regular fall semester through the end date of a regular fall 
semester (117 for 0810 semester (117 for 0810 –– common NDUS calendar) including common NDUS calendar) including 
first and last dayfirst and last day

2.2. For any deadline you need to calculate, count the number of For any deadline you need to calculate, count the number of 
calendar days, beginning with the semester start date and calendar days, beginning with the semester start date and 
including the deadline date.  Divide that count by 117 to obtainincluding the deadline date.  Divide that count by 117 to obtain 
the percentage factor for that deadline.the percentage factor for that deadline.

3.3. OROR…… you can use PeopleSoft itself as a calculator!  Create a you can use PeopleSoft itself as a calculator!  Create a 
dynamic section (setting it up so no one can register), and givedynamic section (setting it up so no one can register), and give 
it the actual Fall start and end dates.  Then apply your rule byit the actual Fall start and end dates.  Then apply your rule by 
calculating the dates for that section.  Adjust the percentages calculating the dates for that section.  Adjust the percentages in in 
your rule until each factor yields the actual date that your your rule until each factor yields the actual date that your 
regular (1) session is coded for.regular (1) session is coded for.



The system 
uses these 
dates, not the 
meeting dates!



UNDUND’’ss standard rulestandard rule



Rule (cont)Rule (cont)



rule (cont)rule (cont)



Calculate the dates via PeopleSoftCalculate the dates via PeopleSoft









Batch calculationBatch calculation
The functionality exists, but requires a rule to either be The functionality exists, but requires a rule to either be 

attached to the section or to be the default rule for the attached to the section or to be the default rule for the 
course in the course catalog.course in the course catalog.



Synchronization withSynchronization with Adjustment CalendarAdjustment Calendar
If your cancellation deadline is the same as the last day If your cancellation deadline is the same as the last day 
to drop with full refund, you should be in sync with your to drop with full refund, you should be in sync with your 
business office adjustment calendar.business office adjustment calendar.
The business office adjustment calendar is based on The business office adjustment calendar is based on 
class length percentage.class length percentage.



Adjustment Calendar Adjustment Calendar ““Day FromDay From”” is the equivalent of is the equivalent of ““Rounding Rounding 
SchemeScheme”” in the Dynamic Date rule.  A zero in the Adjustment in the Dynamic Date rule.  A zero in the Adjustment 
Calendar means the deadline is calculated beginning with the dayCalendar means the deadline is calculated beginning with the day
before a class starts, which is equivalent to before a class starts, which is equivalent to ““Previous DayPrevious Day”” in the in the 
rounding scheme.  In the rounding scheme, rounding scheme.  In the rounding scheme, ““Basis DayBasis Day”” would be would be 
the equivalent of Day 1 in the Adjustment Calendar.the equivalent of Day 1 in the Adjustment Calendar.



The trouble with Spring BreakThe trouble with Spring Break
A fall term has 117 calendar days.  Policies are A fall term has 117 calendar days.  Policies are 
based on a fall term.based on a fall term.
A spring term has 124 calendar days, which is A spring term has 124 calendar days, which is 
equal to 117 + the 7 days of spring break.equal to 117 + the 7 days of spring break.
When the system calculates percentages When the system calculates percentages 
between class start and end dates, it sees 117 between class start and end dates, it sees 117 
for fall, and it sees 124 for spring.for fall, and it sees 124 for spring.
Title IV refund regulations call for the exclusion Title IV refund regulations call for the exclusion 
of any holiday longer than 4 days from of any holiday longer than 4 days from 
counting in the number of calendar days counting in the number of calendar days 
between a term start and end date between a term start and end date –– the only the only 
such period we have is spring break.such period we have is spring break.



It does not work to simply readjust the dynamic It does not work to simply readjust the dynamic 
date percentages for a spring term.  If a classdate percentages for a spring term.  If a class’’
start and end dates fall entirely before or start and end dates fall entirely before or 
entirely after spring break, the Fall percentages entirely after spring break, the Fall percentages 
would apply.  But if a class has spring break would apply.  But if a class has spring break 
any time within its start and end date range, any time within its start and end date range, 
the percentages would be different for every the percentages would be different for every 
unique start and end date combination (i.e., go unique start and end date combination (i.e., go 
back to the session concept and hard code back to the session concept and hard code 
them?).them?).
The only real solution is to get PeopleSoft to The only real solution is to get PeopleSoft to 
add a feature to subtract Title IV holidays from add a feature to subtract Title IV holidays from 
its dynamic date denominator.  its dynamic date denominator.  



For Spring, we continue to use the standard For Spring, we continue to use the standard 
percentages developed for a Fall semester.  percentages developed for a Fall semester.  
However, we are hard coding our 2However, we are hard coding our 2ndnd 8 week 8 week 
classes in the session table, since they start classes in the session table, since they start 
before spring break.  For other dynamics that before spring break.  For other dynamics that 
cross spring break, we are simply ignoring the cross spring break, we are simply ignoring the 
issue and making them dynamic, using Fall rules.issue and making them dynamic, using Fall rules.



Choosing which sessions to eliminateChoosing which sessions to eliminate
A queryA query



The GoalThe Goal



Known flawsKnown flaws

Lapse Start Date not being used by lapse Lapse Start Date not being used by lapse 
processprocess
Dynamic dates not used when using the Dynamic dates not used when using the ““drop drop 
this course if enrolledthis course if enrolled”” feature feature –– system uses system uses 
the DYN session dates instead.the DYN session dates instead.
Inability to exclude Spring Break from calendar Inability to exclude Spring Break from calendar 
days calculations.days calculations.



raypospisil@mail.und.nodak.eduraypospisil@mail.und.nodak.edu
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